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Tut the 31 Day o January, 1737. 
and in tbe uf Doo of the Reign of 
| King Gzoxcs the Poe! of Great 

n &c. 8 


T is Ordered) That the Thanks of PR 

Court 'be given to the Reverend Mr. 
Venn, for his Sermon preached before this 
Court, and the Liveries of the ſeveral Com- 
panies of this City, at the Cathedral Church 
of. St. Paul yeſterday, . Anniverſary 
Faſt for the — of King Charles the 
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""Preecked before 
The Ricur HoxouRABLE the 


LORD-MAYOR, 


AND 


ALDERMEN, 


IN THE 


Cathedral Church of St. Paul's, 


LoN DON, 


On Monday, January 30, 173 7. 


Being the Day appointed to be obſerved as the Day 
of the Martyrdom of King CHARLES I. 


By RICHARD VEM M, A. M. 
Rector of the United Pariſhes of St. Anthony and 
St. John the Baptiſt, 


£ LONDON: = 


Printed for W. Innys, and R. Mansy, at the iſ 
. Weſt-End of St. Paul's, M pccxxxvii.” 
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two famous Univerſities thought 
. themſelves obliged, in Duty and 
Gratitude, to return your Lordſhip Thanks 
received your, uncommon Prudence, 
Courage, and Eloquence, in a late Time of 
1 Tryal, 


ucated within their 
as 'tis more natural for thoſe who were 
brought up in our Colleges, to have a Fond- 
neſs Fr hk Places where they enjoy d fo 
much Satisfaction and receiv d ſo much 
Benefit ſo, to he diſtinguiſhed by thoſeyſho = 
are not under the ſame Ties and Obligati- 
ons, is a Mark of greater Honour. The for- 


mer '$ liche the filial Affection of Chilqͥren 
for den Patenb, l . af = 


other, a deliberate 


Immer | 1 | 
been ed 


Regard arifing purely from an Opinion 
ö 


1 © e 1 iss 
How many Ac edgments you have 


received from other Men, or Bodies of Men, 
it is not my Intention hee te recount ; - 

I will only fay (without the Fear of be- 
a'falſe >Prophet) that u 
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| Hom being confined 
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D e 3 
ua dfigifies; of the Goſpel, to take notice 
of, is the Revival of thoſe Laws and Orders, 
chat may in ſome meaſure tend to reſtore the 
due ObGerration of the Lord's Day. To 
prevent Batbers: and others from ex 
their Employments, and to prohibit Publi 
Houſes from giving Refuge to the Idle and 
the Debauched, are two material Articles in 
fo good a Work. Toſthe amtbinling Part of 
Mankind theſe may ſeem ſimail - Matters, 
ſcarce: the Attention of a great Ge- 
Mita; but whoever reflects that the 
Relaxation of all Diſcipline, and the mon- 
ſtrous Diſſoluteneſs of Manners which now 
reigns among us, was at firſt owing to the 
Neglect of Publick Worſhip upon this Day, 
will judge chat you-have ſtruck at 
the Root of our Go - Jhave heard 


ſome e that with- . 


m their rage they no body could on a 
i paſs the City- Gates without Ex- 


ly ifficult to Oe. Fry a of 
3 it is for that Reaſon the more 


neceſſary, 
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es, and would therefore be the more 4 


Our Times are grown ſo very 


1 * I am afraid; all common Remedies 


have loſt their Operation and Ff 


| I wi not enter into our Character 
as. a Member of the Hel of Commons, 
nor mention your watchful Care of Trade, 
and. your conſtant Endeavours to leſſen 
the Publick Debt: The Annals of your 
Country will be the fell Place to reg 
6 = 


. Lord, OY 
A Pos r or Title has never been of 


accompanied with correſpondent Merit. I 
oy, oy my own Account, and not 


on yours : For, to have dedicated a Sermon 
to you, becauſe you happen to be Lord- 
Mayor, would be a Cauſe unworthy of your 


Character, that can ſuggeſt ſo many better 
Reaſons; and bad 1 5 other Inducement, 
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fore 


great Eſtimation in my Eyes, unleſs it was 
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fore your Lord(hip on this 3 
with this Addre from, —_— e 
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2 A SERMON preach'd before the . 
js taken for Miſery, and their going from us to be 
e utter Deſtruction: but they are in Peace. For, 
cc Se. „C00 3 3 ne ; 
The Public Service for this mournful, never to be 
forgotten Day, on which we . commemorate; the 
Heroic Sufferings of the Royal Martyr, has applied 
the laſt Verſe of this Quotation to His parti 
Caſe, by changing the Plural Number into the Sin- 
gular ; and I ſhall beg leave to imitate the Example 
of our Church in the following Diſcour ; wherein 
[dll 'emleawour;: if i ene ee 
- Firſt, To ſhew what Reaſons we have to conceive 
hopes full of Immortality, from the virtuous Suf- 
ferings of the Righteous : Tho' they be, GW. 
© Secondly; What Grounds the Prous KING had to 
ſupport himſelf from this Conſideration: And then. 
' Thirdly; Conclude with ſome practical Obſerva- 


It has been the Policy of ſome, who believed no 
Future Srute, but did nov think it convenient open- 
| ly to declare themſelves (ſuch was the Mode/ty of for- 
mer Times) to take a more indiredt d of ac- 
compliſhing their End, and compliment us out of thoſe 
Religious Principles which they now openly attack 
and ridicule. They would perſuade us, that Fear 
and Hope are by no means proper Motives to Reli- 
gion. They would teach us more exalted and ele- 
vated Notions of adhering to Virtue for Virtus 
fake ; of being influenced by contemplating the inter- 
nal Beauty, Order, and Propriety there is in doing 
what is juſt and becoming; and, that they may more 
effectual y ſecure us to be of their Party, they pretend 
to be of Oum, and have recourſe to the Sacred Wri-' 
tings for ſuch Paſſages, relating to Faith and the 
Love of God, as may meſt plauſibly ſerve their 
4 1 = | pur- | 


| empty Notions! of — — were never 

ar e n other Uſe than to be talk d of. For, not 
9 and airy Speculations 
are perfectly unintelligible by, and e uſe- 
Jeſs to the Bulk of Mankind, (who. are all equally 


concerned in the Eſſentiali of ion) they are in- 
often wall he, preſent State of human Nature. 


Ten che Mind e does perceive a natural Beauty 
and Comelineſs in acting agreeably to the Dictates of 
right Reaſon, and every rational Being feels a plea- 
{ure} fromm r that it has proceeded according to 
_ thisStandard ;_ which Pleaſure is a Motive to engage 
it in ſuch a Conduct. But then the Mind, which 
is to be thus influenced, ought to be at liberty to view 
this beautiful order of Things, and to enjoy the Con- 


5 lation, diſengaged, from the more alluring, be- 
— nearer 1nticements that offer themſelves from 


another Quarter, and undiſturbed by thoſe paris 
Pains or approaching | Difficulties, which quite take 

her off from the compoſed Proſpect of that Scene, 
which can only affect us when we are at leiſure 
calmly and ſecurely to view it. This ſoft and till 
Voice of Nature, like that ſtill Voice of God, which 
 magoatinenl fering'the Coates of the Thun- 
derings and can never be conſtantiy and 
effectually attended to among the Tuma and lt. 
| of this World. The Fault does not lie on 
the Side of Virtue, nor is it any Blemiſh caſt on that 
which is, in it lf, ſufficiently fit to recommend it 
ſelf to a Rational Being; but it is owing to the 
Weakneſs of Mankind, who are not perfect enough 


n this frail condition of Mortality, to be drawn by 


— - 


under the Notion of its being a 
that perfect Love excludes Fear. But we hay 


* 


And ſo it may be wich as, when we become Angels; | 


| but the way to be ſo, is to poſſeſs our Minds with 


boch a thorough Senſe. of Gas ts, that we 
may take care never to incur his Diſpleaſure. 
However true this is, ſome of our incautious Bre- 
thren, whoſe warm Temper ſuggeſts to them 
and extravagant Flights concerning Faith and 
Love of God, have ſuffer d their Enemies, who meant 
neither them nor Religion any Service, to draw them 
off from this grand Security of a Religious Life, 
Lau Fan Frar, and 


e not 
fo learned Chrift, 2 Gad, who, 
after he bath hath. praner er to: caſt both Soul 
and Body into Hell Fire ; ſt Fer of Apron, 
fection of Religion, yet a 3 ear eaſing 
God, and falling under his Indignation is both the 
Grſt Beginner and the beſt Preſerver of it. I might 
add further, that the Fear mentioned in the Text 
alluded to, which is excluded by perfe# Love, is the 
Fear of fuffering upon the account of Religion, and 
nn purpoſe Who quote 
it. It appears then that the only ſure Baſis and faſt 
Foundation whereon to build a ſincere Obedience is 
the Belief of another World; and if there be no other 
ſufficient Security of Virtue, 2 muſt be admitted, 
or there are no Laws of Nature which ean com- 
mand our obſervance. But, ſince the latter Aſſertiam 
is feldom-openly denied, tho it may ſometimes ſecrefly 
de diſbelieved, r of that 

Point 


Lu Mayer, Bee. January 30, 1737-8. 5 


_ n fur or a — at this 
Time, I ſhall preſume at preſent to take it for grant- 
ed, that there are ſome Duties which Men are obli- 
ged to follow; and fibm thence infer the neceſſity of 
another Life; on the Belief of which (Whether derived 
from y adlition as the moſt general way, or ſometimes 
collected in ſome degree by Reg/on, or plainly diſcovered 
by Revelation) all the Virtue in che World in fact has, 
and nec ever miſt ſubſiſt. Now the Neceſſity of 
this Article clearly infers the Truth of it; as may be ma- 
nifeſted from the following Conſiderations. The only 
Motive, which can induce a Reaſonable Being to act, 
is its own Happineſs ; for the Phaſure we take in the 
moſt abſtracted Acts of Virtue is the Sanction that 
engages us in the purſuit of them, and by this Phila- 
Sophic Selfiſhneſs we really get above even what the 
World vulgarly calls Se/f/hbneſs 5 meaning thereby 
ſome preſent ſenſual Gratification, in N to 
our true Happipeſe rn the uhu To preſcribe 
Las without adding a ſufficient: Sanction to oblige 
a reaſonable Being to obſerve them, would be a D 
neſs incompatible to an all-wiſe Being. But what ſuffi- 
cient Motives have we to reſign the chief Pleaſures of 
this Life, and plunge ourſelves intogreat Difficulties and 
Misfortunes in purſuance of the ſeverer Rules of rigid 
_ Virtue, if we were to have no compenſation hereafter, 
for what weare —— to forgo here — other hand, 
- what Reſtraint have we to preferve us from comply 
with any ſeaſonable Villany, that either — 
not reach, or the Mu/titude of Offenders makes re- 
putable; and by which we may ſecure to Our ſolves ea- 
I Circumſtances, and avoid great Inconveniencies, 
- did not our well grounded Apprehenſions of a future 
- State perſuade us, that it's better, much better to en- 
dure a light Affliction for a Moment, than to _ 
VALE 0 
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6 PA SNN preached before - 


of the Wine. of the Wrath of God, that is, pour i 


out without Mixture into the Cup of his Indignation? 


If therefore he that wills the End, wills alſo the 
Means to that End, and the oily Means thut can en- 
force a juſt Obedience to God's Laws is the 
Tian ꝙ a future State, God mult as neceſſarily have 
 defigned a future State, as he has defigned his own 
Laus to be obſerved. There can no Oblgution there- 
fore be laid upon us to act contrary to our Happineſs, 
for that would be an Obligation to act contrary to the 


only motive of Action, which would be a Contra- 

diction. C777 
But there are by the firſt Conceſſion ſome Religious 

Obligations laid upon us; to ſay therefore, that they 


ever abſolutely deſtroy our Happineſs, is to ſay there 


are no Religious Obligations laid upon us, which alſo 
is a Contradiction. The Obſervance of Religious 


Obligations does ſometimes deſtroy our Happineſs in 


this World. therefore there is another State, in which 
| Matters are to be aqyulted, becauſe 5 


' aid Obſervances would ahfelutely deſtroy our Happi- 


Other wilt thi fore 


neſs; which would be to fay there were no Religious 
Obligations laid upon us, contrary to what before was 
granted; there muſt be therefore a future State, ub: 


| bonis. bene & malis male erit. This 1 take to be a 
tri proof. from the Principles Which a ober Deift 


will himſelf allow, if there be any of that ſpecies of 
Men left among us, who have not lately made far- 
ther advances. This Argument then may be allowed 
to conclude, as far as it goes. 1 GON 
But the Objection to it will be, that it's only a par- 
tial Argument, that it only proves a future State for 


the unfortunately virtuous in this Life ; for, tho no- 


thing can engage us to Action but our own Happi- 
neſs,” yet it has been granted that there is a pleaſure 


— 


Dre 


ariſing to an undebauched Mind from having acted a- 


greeably to right Reaſon, which Pleaſure is a Mo- 


tive to ſuch conduct. After this manner we ſuppoſe 
Angels may in part direct themſelves by parity of 
Reaſon ; therefore me in this World may have ſuffi- 
cient Motives to obſerve Religious Obligations, while 
it does not deſtroy. their Happineſs ; which is the caſe 
of ſome Men here, for whom no future Life may 
be:appointed ; and as for the wicked, God may for- 
give. them, as be pleaſes : the unbappy wirtuous, 
therefore can only expect a future Stato. Thus ſtands 
the Objection. To which I anſwer, God has pre- 
ſcribed all his Rational Creatures Laws, or given 
Rules or Directions for their Practice, attended with 
Santtions, adequate to their Circumſtances. By the 
Sanction of the Law I mean the Motive that engages 
us to obſerve it, vi. in general our own Happineſs. 
In this ſenſe: there neither is, nor can be any Law 
without a Sanction; for when we ſay there may be 


human Laws without a Sanction, we only mean 


withont an hun Sanctun, not abſolutcly without. 
any at all, for that would be a contradiction, ſince 
a Sanfimand''a Direction compleat the whole Idea 
of a Law. A Motive abjolutely inadequate to our 

ent Condition or Circumſtances is in a moral ſenſe 
no Motive at all. A Motive, which, (conſidering the 
Weakneſs and Temptations human Nature is ſubject 
to,) is only fit to work upon ſuch finer Spirits as will 
be drawn by the abſtracted Beauty of Fruth and Vir- 
tue, but is inadequate to engage Mankind: in general 
in the obſervance of the Religious Obligations; or 
which, tho. it is barely . poſſible it might have ſome 
Effect, would yet t God as extremely hard 
and r:gorous to expect much Effect from it; That San- 
ction, I ſay, cannot be the Sanction. that is choſen 


— 


8 


— —_— 


2 b 


by a Viſe, Aereiful,. and G Gd. But yrt God 

has laid all Mankind in general under Religious Ob- 
ligations; and there is no Sanction to enforce them, . 

but either the abſtract Senſe of ' their Propre oy, on the 
certain Expettation:of a future. State; Zo former 
is inadequate to come ei ore to ini, there. 
fore the larrer muſt be the Sundtian There is chen a 
general future State, fuch as is ſufficient to deter us 
from Vice and gain us to the Side of Virtue, or 
_ us reaſon to believe an Error, and on that 
Etrot ſounds our Obedience to his Laws; : 
422 fay,/ is maſt abſurd, and the contrary there- 


fore muſt be true. It may be added, that (prone as 


we are to Vice and Indolence, and taken up as we 
are with trifling Amuſement, and carried away. 
with every idle- Cuſtom)! weſhould never think Jong. 
and ſer:0ufly. enough on Right and-#rong,. to form 
any. /trong'Habivof Virtue by that means, except the 
Apprehenſions of God — 2 Judgment had i 


created that Habit in us: T ee then was 
at far ſt ns, to rr 


bus far 2 1 
to conſider what will be the Fate of great and noto- 
rious Sinners, Men who dehberately violate the In- 
e. of their Maker, by Crimes of nee 


m Here I doubt, we ſhall be at a loſs, 
from whence 


cannot recover us; we know in 
gre that it 


be well with the Good, and bad 

the Wicked, becauſe that Belief is /litely neceſſa- 
ry for our Obedience; and whatever: is abſolutely necet- 
fary, is, and theręfare is true, ' But 


From this Principle, (viz. that whatever is ab/olit neceſſ: 
and therefore is true, which is it ſelf deducible from — — of = 


God, 


| 


” 


4 


Lord Mayor, &c. January 30, 1737-8. 
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has mir —— 
to his Favour on their ance, is what Phi 
is too weak to aſſure us of. This however is clear, that 


there is no Medium whereby wecan ſhow-the Conne- 


- tion between Repentance and Acceptance f. Our Pe- 


nitence 


+ God, and from whence at preſent we are endeavouring to prove a fu- 
, ture State) we nay infer alſe the Truth of Chriſtianity. For, if ſome 


Religion be neceſlary for Man, conſider'd as a moral and ſocial Animal, 
and, if Netyra! Religion be incompetent for thoſe Ends and Purpoſes, it 
follows that there muſt be /ame Revelation: if there muff be ſome Reve- 
lation, there has been one, which is either what we are in the preſent 
Poſſeſſion of, derived to us from the Jes, received by them from the 


. Patriarchs, diſperſed at firſt among all Nations of the Earth, and (what- 


ever othe? Alterations it may have ſuffer'd) ſtill more or leſs pointing at 


the Grand Article of reconciling God to Sinners; or, it muſt be ſome o- 
tber Revelation. But if. Chriſtianity be compared with every other Re- 
velation, that is-or has been ever received among Men, we may leave it 
to the Diſcretion of every Reader to make the Determination. To this 


| mp tm be replied, but either that 20 Revelation is neceſſary, or tho? 
it be, tha 


God hath-not-provided any. The former part of -which Re- 


ply is contrary to Fa, to the Experience of all Nations, and to Univer- 
= 


? 


4 orei 


Hiftory ; it being evident, that as there never was a People but 
what lived under the Senſe of /ome Religion, ſo there never was a Peo- 


ple but what ow'd their Senſe of Religion to ſome Revelation, corrupted 
or incorrupted, but never by them at firit 79/4//y contrived and invented. 


The latter Part is equally contrary to Reaſon, as repreſenting God ſo de. 


feive in his Care and Providence, that, tho' he created Man a ſocial 
and moral Being, yet he had left it impoſſible for him to exert that Chara- 


Seer, had it not been for the Aſfiſtance of a ſolemn Lye or falſe Revela- 


tion, which did not grow-to be accidenta/ly convenient, but was at firſt 


223 Sy for Man to appear in his Practice to be what he was 
in Principle. 


+ Mr. Harte in a Sermon preach'd laſt Year before the Univerſity of 


Oxford, intitled The Union and Harmony, &c. lays down the following 


Pofition. * Reason certainly aſſures us that God will forgive a frail 
Creature, aſter due Repentance aud 3 Pag. 19. ad Cal- 


cem. t as he ſays notbing in Support of it, I only remind him 
of an Inconſiſtency he is guilty of, Pag. 23. Ve are doubly induced (Gays 


hae) 10 love and ſerve all ind (even our Enemies) when te remember 
that Gad freely forgave. us, fe. which we cannot remember, if we 
think that in Aris Fuftice be is obliged ſo to du. However this Gentle- 


man might be inted with the Nature and Conſequences of what he 
ſaid, he ought to know that his Aſſertion is downright rank Sociniani/m, 


and entirely ſubverſive of the Scriptaral Account of our Redemption. 


There is nothing more plain in the Sacred Writings than that Remiſfon 


' of Sins as well as Immortality, was procured by the Death of 'Chrift ; 


red by 
And, if procured, they are then equally As of Favour, not of Juſtice, | 


10 A S£tRMON preach d before be 
niteſſde may render us not - poſitively pr (as ſome 
would Have 0 for Forgiveneſs, — 2 1e 1 

to receive God's Favour, when his V iſdum ſees any 
proper extrinfic Cauſe to grant it; which Cauſe is the 
formal Reaſon of the Grant, not any procuring Me- 
rit in the Nature of Repentance; which can only 
remove any Impediments to the Operations of God's 
Wiſdom and Mercy: Thoſe two Attributes always 
jointly act together, his Mercy diſpoſing him to diſ- 
nſe all the Favour that, and no Favour but wha, 
his Wiſdom diCtates to be proper on the whole ; from 
whence it follows, that, as it is impoſſible for us to be 
adequate Judges of his V iſdum, it muſt be equally im- 
poſſible to be Judges of his Mercy. His Juſtice is a 
fixt unvariable Attribute, from whence we may 
always and infallibly argue. As to the reſt, tis 
ſafer to proceed Negatively, and ſay ſuch a Thing 
cannot proceed from God, becauſe it is clearly con- 
trary to hi 8 or his Wiſdom, than venture to 
aſſert that his C o/s and his 4/7, dom demand ſuch or 
ſuch Things in Queſtion. For, tho' we underſtand 
enough of the Attributes of iſdom and Goodneſi, to 
be able to know that ſome Things are not agreeable to 
them, yet, as thoſe Attributes are finite, and Good- 
neſs is always reſtrained, as to particular Acts, by 
Wiſdom, we cannot ſay how MO Goodneſs God in 
his Jiſdom is obliged to ſhew. The common Senſe 
of Mankind is evidently on this Side; for we ſee all 
Nations often denying Remiſſion to penitent Crimi- 
nals; and tho ſuch Executions do actually reſult 
from Reaſons , Government; (as they may do with 
Go alſo) yet Fuſtice is allow'd here to approve the 

Conduct that Prudence does ſuggeſt, which would 
be impoſſible if Penitence had any Natural Right to 
Remiſſion of Sins; for then Pardon would never be 


r 
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an Act of Grace, but always a Claim of Right. This 
Account we find agrecable to the Fewi/h and Chriſti- 
on Scheme, where we are reintitled to God's Grace 
and Favour, not by vertue of cur Repentance, but 
by the Merits of Fe/us Chrift ; and where Repentance 
is only a Duty of the new Covenant, not the (aud 
of our Reſtoration and Redemption. Without 
help of this REvELAT ION, natural Religion would 
have appeared all over Dark, Diſmal, and Uncer- 
tain: Fit for no body but Men of Learning and Lei- 
ſure, and of little Uſe even to them, when they moſt 
wanted its Aſſiſtance. Tis the Bible onLy that can 
clear up theſe Difficulties ; from thence only can we 
draw Comfort and Satisfaction, - and have our Hopes 
fall of y-ray, of while we are puniſh'd in the 
Gght of Men. This Book our afflicted Sovereign 
told us, he chiefly conſulted in his unparallel'd Mi- 
fortunes ; and this he, Dying, recommended to his 
Children as the great Support under. all Calamities. 
This leads me to ſhow Secondly, - N 
What Grounds the Martyr of this Day had to ſup- 
port him under all his . Yet is their Hope 
full of Immortality. © © | | 
The Text tells us, that the Righteous are ſometimes 
puniſn d in the Sight of Men, [therefore is their H 
full of Immortality. That He was puniſh'd: in the 
Sight of Men, was manifeſt even to the Aſtoniſh- 
ment of all Foreign Countries, as well as to the Ever- 
laſting Scandal of our own ; that he was a righteous 
Man, will appear to any who ſhall impartially exa- 
mine e eee For, if we view him in 
his threefold Capacity, as a Man, a Chrifian, and 
a Prince, we ſhall have Reaſon to conclude that He 
exceeded all other Kings that ever did, or probably 
ever will ſit upon a mY I know not why p 
i 2 0 | 


4. 


— ___. 
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do by Cuſtom divide a Character, which in him was 


* 


always one and uniform. For, beſides the Bleflings 
« which" perſonal Virtnes* may draw down from 
« Heaven, it was an ineſtimable Loſs, which the Na- 
% tion then underwent, when it was deprived of a 
ce Prince, whoſe Example would have had a greater 
« Influence upon the Manners and Piety of the Na- 
« tion, than the ſtricteſt Laws can have.“ Pane- 
Yyric can do Him no Service, and that Hiſtory which 

all do him Juſtice, will do his Memory the great- 


eſt Honour. I cannot expreſs my ſelf better, than in 


the Words of a noble Apologiſt who knew him well, 
and vindicated his Character abroad, in the Time of 
his higheſt Diſtreſs. The King, ' ſays he,“ had 
* no Vice to make him terrible-or odious to his Sub- 
t jects; he was known to be a Prince of a moſt Pious 
« Life, conſtant and exemplary in- the PraQtice of 
c all Acts of Devotion; no Blood had been drawn 
* by his Anger or Revenge; no Noble — diſ- 
or Exceſs 


* honoured by his Luſt; no Debanchery 


* hadreceivd Encouragement by his Example; no 


t Oaths or Profaneneſs had ever been heard to come 


« out of his Mouth. His Prudence, Abilities, in- 


* vincible Courage and Induſtry were known to 


<« his fierceſt Enemies, who had likewiſe ſeen his 


Patience and Compoſedneſs of Mind, in the high- 
c eſt Afflictions and Wrongs, that had ever almoſt 
* befallen any King, as well as his Goodneſs and 


« Clemency, in deſiring to bury all paſt Injuries in 
e perpetual Oblivion.” I muft add, that his Love 
of Truth and his Faithfulneſs to his Promiſes, were ſo 
punctual and exact, that, when he might have 


 faved his Life by making his Eſcape from his cruel 


Enemies, he refuſed the Offer, becauſe he had pawn'd 
® The Earl of Briſtol. 
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his Honour to the contrary. His Care of Religion 
was ſo ſtrict; that his Death was chiefly owing to 
his Conſtancy in maintaining what he thought be- 
long'd to Its. Purity and Integrity. All other 
„ Things, *. cays He, at any time propounded, 
< were either impertinent as to any ground of War, 

t or eaſily granted by me, and only to make up a 
Number, or elſe they were merely conſequential 
2 and accedſary, after the War was by them unjuſtly 
A I am ſenſible that in theſe Days, this 
will by many be deem d a Cauſe highly unworthy of 
a Prince to die for; but yet I will be bold to aſſert, 
that if Religion be true, it is the nobleſt Cauſe that 
the greateſt King can ever facrifice his Life for. Were 
there then no Faults in his Reign? I dare not affirm 
that even of him, nor is there any Reign in Hiſtory 
not liable even to juſt Objections. Doubtleſs there 
- were ſeveral 3 which his own Neceſ- 
ſities at Home, and the Defence of the Proteſtant 


Religion Abroad led him into; but Nor HING that 
could juſtify a Civil Far, NoTHING but what 


the People had ample Amends for, before that 
Civil War broke out: Inſomuch, that it is juſtly ob- 

ſerv'd that the Liberty of E ngland owes more to 
his Grants, than to the e of all his Prede- 
ceſſors from the Conqueſt. What then could Occa- 
ſion that bloody Quarrel, in which 100,009 of our 
Countrymen loſt their Lives? Surely it could not be 
ſaid, that when once a warm and diſagreeable Op- 
f poſition was begun, there could be no poſſible Re- 
- conciliation or Forgiveneſs. If the ſolemn Oaths of 
a Man, remarkable for the tendereſt Senſe of Truth 
and Piety, were not ſufficient, He had placed the full 
Security in their own Hands; ; He had diſabled him- 


felt 


* By Barinikh 


* r " 4 — 8 
F 1 2 


* 
- 0 
— 2 4 ” 


© A'StrMON preached before be 


” = — —_—— 


— — — 


ſelf from ever wrecking his Reſentment and Re- 
venge. And certainly, however it might be abroad 
under Foreign Governments, this way of reaſoning is 
too injurious to the Hou: of Parliaments to he ad- 
mitted by any Engliman. In the Dominions of 
Abſolute and Arbitrary Monarchs, when their Pec- 
ple are oppreſſed beyond what they can or will bear, 
they have no Remedy but to deſtroy their Prince. 
But aur excellent Conſtitution has better provided for 
our Security. On ſuch Occaſions our Repreſentatives can 


ſtand between the People and the King ; and; if they 


manage with 'Temper, Steadineſs, and Prudence, 
firſt or laft they muff and will be heard. And to ſup- 


poſe all that they can do, when they have done all 
they did defire, will not give us any Satisfaction, is 
to declare the Uſeleſſneſs, and diſgrace the Character 


of that Body which guards our Liberties. It would 


have been happy for the Nation if this #nbloody Me- 


thod of Reforming the Government, had been pre- 
ferr d. However true it might be that the King, 
animated by the beſt Intentions, and at the fame time 
preſs d with the greateſt Difficulties, {which the Re- 


bels themſelves had at firſt deſignedlydrawn him'into,) 


might have too much recourle to his Prerogative, and 
in ſome Caſes deviate from the common courſe of 


Law, (which yet was not certain, perhaps, in all the 


Inſtances complain'd of; eſpecially if we form our 
Judgment upon the Conſtitution, as it ſtood then, 


and not as it ſtands no) yet that did not empower 


the People to take his Life for 'the Forfeiture, or in- 


_ veſt his Subjects with a Juriſdiction to try their So- 


dereign. A Crime ſo monſtrouùs and ſo hateful to 


God and Man juſtiy brought our Country into the 


greateſt Contempt abroad, and into infinite Diſtracti- 
ons at home; and laid the Foundation, perhaps of 
HEY 1 > 7 i every 
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every ſignal Calamity, which has ſince befallen the | 
Nan and which 5 be traced up to this horrid 

 Mutther, as its natural 'Source and Fountain. E- 
very Law is a Limitation of the Royal Power ; but 
every Limitation is not a Condition, tho every Con- 
dition be a Limitation. This appears þ far to be 
ſtill the Senſe of our preſent Settlement under the 
 Tlluftrious Houſe of Hanover, where, tho there were 
ſeveral wiſe Prouiſions and Reſtrictions appointed, 
chere were but two Conditions inſerted; nor are we by 
that Act abſolvd from our Allegiance, unleſs our 
Monarchs turn Papiſts themſelves, or marry Papiſts. 
The Majeftas 'Populirmay be allowed at Rome or any 
other Democracy, but in any Monarchy, abſolute or 
limited (which is not ef/entially the leſs a real Mo- 
narchy, becauſe it is limited) it is as great an Abſurdi- 
ty in Idea, as it is in Language. All Government 
implies a Truſt of ſome fort or other, not always 
a Truſt revocable af Pleaſure (as it is in the De- 
3 puties of a Comman-Wealth) but often ſuch as 
only ceaſes f it felf when the Prince by a 
natural or moral Diſability can no longer fulfil the ne- 
ceflary Terms of that Relation. I meddle not with 
extraordinary Caſes, where the Governor intends to 
alienate the Kingdom from HIMSEL y, or himſelf 
from the Kingdom; where he may deſign to extirpate 

a whole Party of his Subjects (Which was pretended — 

to be the ground of the Viſb Rebellion, though the | 
Extirpation was really promoted by other Hands,) or | 
where he may defeat the great and moſt important 
Purpoſes, for whieh Government was firſt inſtitu- 
ted by God. All that F inſiſt upon, is, that the Peo- 
ple neither have, nor can have any Right in a Mo- 
nareby to call their Sovereigns to account, and make 
them ſtand cognizable before their * * | 
| ts | 
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tion. 


But, to return: If I have fairly ſtated and 


| ſented the Caſe ; r N n kat Pane bs 
was pretended, and the King was clear of all the 
great and odious Objections laid to his Charge, how 
came ſuch an unnatural Rebellion to rage among us? 


Common Complaints, though juſtly founded, an un- 
| popeler, or ungracious Behaviour, though ſomewhat 


difagreeable, do not uſually produce ſuch ſtrange Ef- 


fects. I believe our Hiſtory. can furniſh us with a a 


clear Reply to this Queſtion ; and, with ſubmiſſion to 
the. noble Hiſtorian of thoſe Times, it will, I think, 


appear that the <ohole Series of Events did not entire- 


| ly ariſe pro re nata, but that there was both at home 
| 25 abroad a concurrent Deſign to plunge us into a 
Civil War, and alter at jaſt ſome Eſſentials both in 


Church and State. The King, in ſhort, fell a Victim 


for the Liberties of Europe and the Proteſtant Religion. 
ABROAD, France was beginning to aim at univer- 


fol Monarchy, but was diſappointed by the vigorous 
ſition of our excellent King, always true to 
= Intereſt of his Country : Nor could that Scheme 
at all ſacceed, till the Lyurper of his Throne was con- 
tent to facrifice every thing to his own Ambition. The 
Pope and the Houſe of Auſtria were employed in root- 
ing out the Reformation in Germany. "Twas Charles 
the Firſt that intereſted himſelf in the Behalf of the 
Palatinate ; that aſſiſted Denmark, and engaged the vi- 
Forious Swede to protect the Prutg ftants of the Empire. 


Theſe were Faults never to be forgiven; and the 
Perſon who interru terrupted their ' Projects, was to be 
. weaken'd at home, he might not give them trou- 
- ble abroad, The Sobmn League and Covenant was con- 


trived 
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decade #5 and by Aſſiſtance from thence, Se- 
dition was eaſily ſtirr d up in the North; where ſome 
of the Nobility had diſloyally robbed the King of the 
Polſcflionw"of the Crown; and ſecrilgiouſty defrauded 
the Church of its Fatrimony, of 'both which * 


dreaded the Ref 'Proph, fond of nothin 


but Calvini an averſe to every thing that was but 
— * - ,- were calily made 10 0 er 
oliticks o eat Men, and willing to 
Brethren, the : ee, of - this Natior ; and 
werd as ready to receive their Aſſiſtance: For to All their 
| 2 Errors had added this grie vou: Principle, 
unſociable ereſy, that where the ſupreme Power 
would not be perſuaded to receive their Diſcipline; 
beer by ' force to accept of it, er de- 
| in caſe of a Refuſdl Henes in Q. Elizabeth's 
Time they not only threaten'd her, but ſent REMon- 
STRANCEs to the Houſe of Commions (where they had 
ith but ſmall Intereſt) intimating hel Den 
oppoſed" C King dom ;” bat. afterwar 
1 Binetien ef our Youth, and the hoe 4 
Diſioting of the Government, they grew to ſuch a 
head, chat being joined by ſome great and able Men! 
who ſecretly defign'd a more Democratical For of 
Government, they compleated the Deſtruction both 
of Church and State; which perhaps they never could 
have effected, had not the Fopiſb Rebelliun in Irelend 
— * them with Pretences to raiſe Men and Mo- 


the King of all Helps that mi 
2 ä — 27 5 


Ha he abide Dali © e 
Intereſts there was combin'd againſt this unhappy 
Monarch : But then W be as glari- 
24 cout 


g * Vide Cart?s Hiſtory ofthe Life of James the firſt Duke of Ormond, 
p- 89. Vol. I, 
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be Can that chiefly on our Ruin, as we 
have ſeen the Effects, and been acquainted wvitix the 
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Conxerts from moſt | 
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et and Prige, and ſo deferted — Grate of God, 
hat he is like the Grave, to WEE GLEN but none, 
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tion. 26 J ha been propagated, a general 
+ pee t —— of the molt black and 
2 themſelves, not only to the View, but the 
13 «s. bud ber ſober Chriſtians. _: Thus then I reaſon - 
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of Oaths and Contracts be deſpiſed, and Government 
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at laſt diſſolved, But to go on; 


ha pre * 76 
le in any of cham. Let us 
not then be a ſecond time deceived hy cheir falſe Pre- 
tences, but adhere firmly to the tütion in Church 
and State, wg, to a limited Monarchy in the'Prote 
ant Suoceſſion, to a ral Bftabliſbnient of th Cbürch 
of England, and to a f Pows R 12:8" Toleration of 
Difenters. Let us ſhew ourſelves Diitifal and Obe- 
dient Subjects to his Gracious Meajefty, nor weakly, 
imagine this Nation can ever profper under a proſeſ d 
Republic. of a Non ai. Manurchy. If we are hap- 


Doctrine, unleſs they maintain any Opinions injurious to the Govern-' 
t, or prejudicial to Human Society. 
Tal firſt d the Caſe of Ii n 
a Review of all that has been, or ( as far as I conceive can be 6 in 
bar to what has been here laid down, no Objections or Inconveniencies 
can be thought of in favour of the former; that will not equally (i. e. not 


at all) conclude in behalf of the /a?rer : And if any Reader has 2 mind to 


2 iment, I doubt not, but upon trial, he will meet with the 
ſame Sti jon. 3 e 
That no Toleration ſhould be granted, but what is vowzn ns 

is 2 uence of the former Artiele ; for if it is proper — 
mould be a rea} Efabliſ nent of the Church of Bagland, it is proper 
that ſuch Eftabliſhment ſhould cantinn- for the fame Reaſon for which it 
was at firſt made: And, if it be proper it ſhould rantinue, it is proper it 
ſhould be ſecured and grarde _ the Attempts of its Enemies, which 
it can never be, when Power is lodged in the Hands of ſurb Perſons, as are 
po determined by Principles, as well as Inclination, to alter the Efta« 
iſument. 2 as; $6 * | {4 fo enn eee 
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1 may not come upon us either from the · 


Right Hand, or from the Left; but if Infatuation and 


| nne e yet, 


ve reſpect unto 


1 mes 9 and paſs even a e 
of Miſery with ſome Comfort and even Chearfulneſs, 
When they reflect, that the Garden of Paradiſe lies at 
| the End of it, where they ſhall be in Peace. 

7 Left this Doctrine ſhould be thought impracticable, 
and too high for human Nature, it pleaſes God, in his 


Providence, to it outrageous and cruel Hands 


rai t the Greateſt and the Beſt of Men, 


and at the fame time to affiſt the pious Sufferers with 


ſuch an extraordinary meaſure of Grace, as ſhall ren- 
der their Deaths more ſerviceable to the Intereſts of 


Religion than their Zives. The King was diveſted 


of more than a Subject can loſe, but no Subject could 
7M r His Enemies allow his 
dom all the Honours 


dorn it with. Others have longer enjoyed Em 
FA Nr Juſtly — may 


this Royal preſent to our Thoughts, 
awe bleſs God's J Name for « ol hs Serene pore 
this FA fe in bis K Fe, 2 &- ag ng him to give 
us Grace ſo to Ae their good amples, that with 
_ them we e of his holy Kingdom, 
Grant MY Father, for Fefus Chriſt's ſake, our only 
Mediator and Advocate. 
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